
CONTACT US:
Please let us know if you have an upcoming event or a project report for the 

“Spotlight Around BC” section in the newsletter, or feedback about the Invasive Plant Council.

www.invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca • Go to “Contact Us” link
Or call, write or fax us at:

#104 - 197 North 2nd Ave., Williams Lake, BC  V2G 1Z5
Phone: (250) 392-1400 • Fax: (250) 305-1004

Second Annual Forum
The second annual forum of the Invasive Plant Council of BC,
with the theme “Aliens as Foes,” was held in Richmond on
January 24–25, 2006. The total of 143 registrants reflected 
significant growth from the first forum last year of 87 attendees. 

The forum opened with speaker Glennis Lewis from the
University of Ottawa, who is both a lawyer and plant ecologist.
Glennis covered many important aspects of invasive plant
management from a national perspective, most notably the
lack of coherence in legislation between the provinces. She
offered some ideas and suggestions that the Council can
incorporate in its work to improve relevant regulation 
and bylaws.

The forum keynote speaker, Mandy Tu, from The Nature
Conservancy in Portland, Oregon, challenged the audience
to work on early detection and early response. Mandy clearly
illustrated the need for prevention and early detection of new
invaders to avoid large, long-term management costs. Her
engaging presentation gave real-life examples of success 
stories in invasive plant management. Mandy stressed the
need for diverse groups and many partners, and the 
endorsements of voluntary codes of conduct to help prevent
new introductions of invasive plants. 

The Council’s five committees met in workshops to review
progress from 2005 and map out their goals and priorities for
2006. During the annual general meeting, new Board 
members were introduced: Brent Postlethwaite from the 
federal government, and Denise McLean for regional weed
committees. Thanks go to all current and past directors for
their contributions to the Invasive Plant Council of BC.

Afternoon speakers presented interesting material from the
national and provincial perspectives, followed by local 
government representatives who talked about operational
work to control key invasive plant species. Participant 
feedback was very positive regarding the forum’s balance of
strategy policy with practical, on-the-ground management
information. Forum presentations are available on the Invasive
Plant Council website.
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Northwest Invasive Plant Council 
Taking a New Approach

The Northwest Invasive Plant Council (NWIPC) was established in the
mid-1990s to co-ordinate the invasive plant control activities of its 
member organizations, including government, industry, and 
environmental and First Nations groups. The NWIPC’s primary objective is
to prevent new invasive plant species from establishing in northwest BC.
For example, one invasive plant of concern is spotted knapweed, which
has infested approximately 40 sites in northwest BC. Spotted knapweed
has the potential to expand to levels found in southern BC where it
infests approximately 40,000 hectares.

The NWIPC is managing the second of two invasive plant pilot projects in
British Columbia, and in 2005 completed the first year of its three-year
pilot project. This pilot will test the efficacy of the coordination and 
delivery of invasive plant control and public education by one agency.
This single-agency delivery model is intended to enhance the 
effectiveness of invasive plant management in northwest BC by
enabling more efficient spending of funding available to various 
jurisdictions. Nine contracts were awarded to perform invasive plant
control within the NWIPC area (42 million hectares) for numerous 
agencies and private landowners, which reduced the overlapping of
treatment areas that had occurred in previous years.

In addition to active invasive plant control, program manager Honey
Giroday emphasizes that public education and local community support
are critical for public reporting of invasive plant sites. In support of this,
the NWIPC established a toll-free number open for use from May to
October, distributes “Got Weeds?” bumper stickers and conducts other
educational activities.

For more information, please call 1-866-449-3337.

Sign the
Memorandum 

of Support
Available on the 

website home page

Daphne is not designated as an
invasive plant in BC, but once
established, this highly toxic plant
displaces and excludes the growth
of other plants, including 
endangered species. Daphne
may grow up to 1 m in height as
individuals or in mature and 
dominant shrub patches. The ripe
black seeds are widely dispersed
by birds. Little is known about the
environmental impacts of Daphne,
but its ability to alter available light
and soil chemistry may prevent
normal forest succession. Also of
concern is the toxin’s ability to
alter culturally sensitive or 
archaeologically significant 
features, such as culturally 
modified trees and middens.

Daphne is listed as a poisonous
plant with the Canadian Poisonous
Plants Information System. The
greatest concentration of 
poisonous glycoside (Daphnin)
occurs in the bark, sap and
berries. It is highly poisonous to
humans if in contact with skin or
ingested. 

When controlling Daphne, people
should avoid skin contact, as it
can cause irritation. Effective
removal can be achieved by:
hand-pulling seedlings, cutting
mature shrubs down to the duff
layer and applying herbicide to
the stump or the entire plant.

Daphne laureola 
in Coastal BC

...continued from pg. 2

For more information, 
visit our website: 

www.invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca

Orange Hawkweed
(Hieracium aurantiacum)



The Invasive Plant Council hosted a joint government meeting on
February 21 to address carpet burweed (Soliva sessilis) in the Victoria
area and determine what coordinated actions were needed, if any.
Participants heard information on the current status of carpet burweed
management by representatives from the federal and provincial 
government, Capital Regional District and the City of Victoria. All
agreed to taking a proactive approach to stop the spread of carpet
burweed. The Invasive Plant Council was asked to coordinate action
and seek funding, and has submitted a proposal to government 
agencies. The Council is reviewing current international knowledge on
carpet burweed and preparing reports on socio-economic impacts 
and recommended best management practices.

The Council sent a letter to Minister Kevin Falcon, Ministry of
Transportation, about the need for continued funding for invasive plant
management along transportation corridors.

The Council facilitated the first annual forum of the Coastal Invasive
Plant Committee in Nanaimo on February 2nd, 2006, and the inaugural
meeting of the Greater Vancouver Invasive Plant Committee.

Amanda Moncrieff from Australia is in British Columbia on a work exchange.
Amanda will be working with the Invasive Plant Council on an Early
Detection and Rapid Response system and the socio-economic impacts of
invasive plants, two topics in which she has significant background.

Board members and other representatives have helped increase 
awareness of the Invasive Plant Council through presentations and 
distribution of publications at the following events:
1. Certified Organic Association of BC, in Abbotsford on February 24-26
2. BC Landscape and Nursery Association on March 2
3. Society of Range Agrologists International Symposium, in Victoria 

on February 12–15
4. BC Recreation and Parks Association spring training, in Langley on 

February 14–15

team was to prioritize and 
coordinate management activities
over the Okanagan Mountain Fire
area.

In 2004, efforts focused on 
completing a detailed invasive
plant inventory, establishing 

permanent vegetation
plots and photo points,
developing a predictive
model for tansy ragwort,
and employing a 
containment strategy for
priority species. Treatment 
consisted of an 
integrated management
approach that included
prevention through 
seeding, chemical 
application, physical
control and biological
control. The following
year, efforts were 
directed towards 
updating and expanding
the inventory, evaluating

treatment effectiveness
and continuing integrated
control measures.

Education was deemed an 
important component of 
management efforts. Private
landowners on the southern and
northern perimeters of the fire
were contacted through 
collaboration with the Central
Okanagan Regional District. A
well-attended field day was held
in August 2005 to showcase the
significant management efforts
underway and relay the 
importance of continuing a 
cooperative relationship with area
stakeholders. The Inter-Ministry
Invasive Plant Committee was the
primary funding contributor for
2004 and 2005 management and
coordination activities.

By Lisa Scott and Kristina Robbins,
South Okanagan-Similkameen
Invasive Plant Society (sosips@vip.net)

In August 2003, a ravaging wildfire
swept across approximately 30,000
hectares of forested and grassland
habitats in the Okanagan
Mountain area, northeast
of Penticton in the
Okanagan Valley. Apost-
fire assessment revealed
a mixed-severity burn,
with steep slopes, gullies
and draws receiving the
greatest impact. These
‘hot spots,’ combined
with man-made soil 
disturbances—from fire-
guards, salvage logging
and an influx of off-road
vehicle use, led to
increased opportunities
for invasion by 
non-native plants.

The next year, the South
Okanagan-Similkameen
Invasive Plant Society 
identified the Okanagan
Mountain Fire area as a top priority
for invasive plant management.
The area was already known to
support the largest provincial 
infestation of tansy ragwort
(Senecio jacobaea). This 
widespread noxious weed poses a
major economic and 
environmental threat, as it readily
invades disturbed areas in 
pastures, roadsides, open forests
and clearcuts. It is also toxic to
livestock and wildlife, containing
varying concentrations of 
poisonous alkaloids that cause 
irreversible liver damage. Following
the opening of the forest canopy
from the wildfire, this shade-
tolerant species has the potential
to invade habitats that were 

previously impenetrable. Other
invasive plants anticipated to
spread as a consequence of the
wildfire and associated soil 
disturbances include: orange
hawkweed, spotted knapweed,
sulphur cinquefoil, Dalmatian 
toadflax and hound’s-tongue. 

In recognition of these threats, a
‘Weed Task Team’ of collaborating
stakeholders was established to
cooperatively develop and 
implement an effective approach
to invasive plant management.
The overarching goal of the task

David Ralph (Ministry of Agriculture and Lands) 
speaking to participants at the Okanagan Mountain
Fire field day in August, 2005
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Update on Invasive Plant Council
Activities

Program Coordinator
Position 
The Invasive Plant Council of BC seeks 
a capable, self-directed, part-time 
coordinator (could expand based on
funding). The individual would assist in
the coordination of agencies and 
residents to minimize the impacts of
invasive plants in BC. Projects could
include organizing workshops, 
conducting research, writing reports,
and other tasks.

A background in resource manage-
ment, strong communication, facilita-
tion and writing skills and the ability to
work flexible hours are important.

Carpet Burweed
Coordinator
A part-time contractor is needed to 
coordinate information and inventory 
for carpet burweed management in 
southern Vancouver Island and area.
Knowledge of invasive plant 
management is required, along with
excellent coordination and 
communications skills. Knowledge of 
the IAPP database would be an asset.

Interested candidates for either 
position should send their résumé as 
soon as possible to 
info@invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca.

After the Fire: Invasive Plant Management in the Okanagan
Mountain Fire Area 

Tansy Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea)

Daphne laureola in Coastal BC
By Becky Brown, Coastal Invasive Plant Committee coordinator
(coastalinvasiveplants@gmail.com)

...continued on pg. 4

Daphne laureola, commonly
known as spurge-laurel, or Daphne,
is an invasive broadleaf evergreen
shrub that thrives on the forest floor
of coastal Douglas-fir and Garry
oak ecosystems. It was first intro-
duced to the Pacific Northwest as
an ornamental and landscaping
shrub due to its fragrant blossoms
and attractive foliage. It is com-
monly sold in nurseries as an alter-
native to rhododendron or azalea.

Daphne is aggressively invading
temperate regions throughout
south Vancouver Island as far north
as Denman Island. Its dark green,
glossy leaves form dense thickets in
evergreen forests, preferably in
well-drained loamy-clay soils and
semi-shaded woodlands, but it can
also thrive under a dense forest
canopy.

Royal Canadian
Mint Spreads an
Invasive Plant
The Royal Canadian Mint has
issued a new 50-cent coin 
featuring the ox-eye daisy. The
mint’s description on its website
promotes the daisy’s heritage
and beauty, but admits that “the
daisy also has a reputation as an
undesirable weed that has
spread to 40 countries from its
native Europe. In Canada, its
invasive nature is detrimental to
numerous crops.” Invasive Plant
Council directors hope that 
collectors of this coin fully 
appreciate the invasive nature 
of the ox-eye daisy!
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Daphne laureola in Coastal BC
By Becky Brown, Coastal Invasive Plant Committee coordinator
(coastalinvasiveplants@gmail.com)
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